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KING, Harry           
 
Private, 8801 
1st Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday, 8th July, 1916 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Thiepval 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 29 years 
 
When Harry King was born in the early months of 1887, he was the ninth child, and 
the third son of Henry King and Harriet, nee Chapman. 
 
By 1891, his brother John, born in 1870, was married to Kate and they were living in 
Downs Place, Haverhill. George, born 1871, was a Corporal in the Infantry, stationed 
in Whittington Heath Barracks, Staffordshire and sister Harriet, born 1874, was a 
servant, living and working in Queens Street, Haverhill.  His father, Henry, had 
changed his work from an agricultural labourer to working at Chauntry Mills.  When a 
baby brother, Thomas, was born in 1890, the family was complete. 
 
When Henry and Harriet had married on 27th July 1868 they lived with his mother, 
Jane, at 8 Chauntry Place, Haverhill.  All their children were born and raised there, 
with Henry becoming the head of the family upon his mother’s death in 1875. 
 
By 1901, Harry was still at school along with Thomas, but sisters Jane, born 1876, 
and Alice, born 1884, were trousers’ machinists and Henry was a coat presser.  
Esther, Eliza and Florence had all left home.  Florence was working as a housemaid 
in a girls’ school at Eastbourne. 
 
We know little of Harry’s childhood but it is known that by 1911, having enlisted in 
Haverhill, he was serving as a private in the 1st Battalion Worcestershire Regiment 
which was stationed at Albany Barracks, Carisbrooke, Isle of Wight. This was to be 
his home until the battalion went to Cairo in 1913. 
 

At the outbreak of war, the 1st 
Battalion Worcestershire Regiment 
was still in Cairo but they returned 
to England, landing at Liverpool on 
16th October 1914 to become a part 
of the 24th Brigade in the 8th 
Division.  
 

On the 3rd October 1914, Harry was 
included on the Roll of Honour, a list 
of local men (Volunteers) serving 
their King & Country, printed by the 
South-West Suffolk Echo. 
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Mobilised for war, Harry’s Battalion landed at Le Havre on the 6th November 1914 
and was engaged in action on the Western Front. Initially they were at Neuve 
Chapelle where by December 1914, the Battalion had lost half its strength, due to 
frostbite as much as combat causalities. During 1915 the Battalion was involved in 
the Battle of Aubers Ridge to the east of Neuve Chapelle and by late June 1916 it 
was in position for the Battle of the Somme which began on the 1st July. 
 
At 4pm on the 6th July 1916 the 1st Worcestershires, as part of the 24th Brigade, 
marched forward from Dernancourt. After a halt for tea they entered the 
communication trenches and began to make their way forward to the positions from 
which they were to attack. Progress was difficult and it was not till after 10 p.m. that 
they finally reached their position.  

Unknown to the British, the Germans also were preparing to attack and regain the 
ground they had lost. During that same night the three battalions of the German 9th 
(Pomeranian) Grenadier Regiment, fresh from reserve, were filing into position at 
Contalmaison; and the enemy's artillery were preparing to devastate the British lines. 

The weather was miserable. On the 7th July 1916, a drizzling rain was falling, but at a 
critical hour in the action, the weather deteriorated and the rain fell in sheets, 
converting the already difficult trenches into troughs of knee-deep mud. The heavily 
laden soldiers could make little headway.  
 

Private No 8801 Harry King was 
killed in action on the 8th July 1916. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo 
reported that his mother received 
official notification that he was killed 
in action. Two of his brothers, were 
serving with the ANZACS and were 
both wounded at Gallipoli. 

 
Harry was awarded the 
1914 Star and the 
British and Victory 
Medals but as both his 
parents were dead by 
then, it is not known if, 
or by whom, the 
medals were collected. 
 
Harry is remembered 
with honour on the 
Thiepval Memorial, 
dedicated to the 
missing from the 
Somme. 
 

(photo courtesy of CWGC) 
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Harry was awarded the 1915 Star, the British & Victory medals. 
 

 


